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KEY MESSAGE

Many farm management tools promoting smart
nutrient and/or pesticide use are available, but
only a few explicitly consider the impact of
mitigation methods on water quality.

EXPLANATION

Decision Support Tools (DST) are used to improve decision-
making on management practices. Of the many that are used
in Europe to make effective decisions about use of fertilizers

and pesticides, only few include specific mitigation measures to

reduce losses to water. Instead, in most cases the tools take a
holistic approach aimed at improving the efficiency of the
resources used through sophisticated management.

EVIDENCE

FAIRWAY conducted a literature survey and review of DSTs
currently used by farmers, advisers, water managers and
policy makers in the FAIRWAY case studies and counfries.
Of the 36 DSTs that were identified as most relevant to
managing nitrate and pesticide usage to prevent water
contamination, only three tools were explicitly developed to
consider the impact of mitigation methods on water quality:
¢ FARMSCOPER (UK) - 100 mitigation methods can be tested
individually or in combination
e ENVIRONMENTAL YARDSTICK FOR PESTICIDES (NL) - 4
mitigation methods
o CATCHMENT LAKE MODELLING NEWTORK - 5 mitigation
methods

Increased use of clover is one of the mitigation measures
considered by FARMSCOPER.
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